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OKé  This is actually blowing my 
mindé  Itôs December again!!!???  
Time, yet again, for another action-
packed, fun-filled, thrilling, chilling 

edition of the humble missive that dares yet again 
to ask the question poised on everyoneôs lipsé. 
Does the world really revolve around Liz 
Donathan? 
 
The most important 
thing that happened this 
year is that I lost my little 
buddy and partner in 
crimeé  Cleo died in 
March after a long, 
happy life.  She was 
21İ years oldé (proof 
that Fancy Feast rocks, by the wayé her 
favorite!)é  She joined me in Denver as a kitten in 
1987é  and together we moved to Chicago and 
then to New Jerseyé  I basically grew up with her 
at my sideé  Sheôs been a part of most of my adult 
life and losing her was really toughé   But I was so 
lucky to have heré I planted a beautiful red maple 
seedling in my back yard for her. 
 

 
 
Mom and Dad treated us to another awesome 
family vacationé  They rented a house in 
Carbondale for the week and we played and played 
and played and playedé  

 
 
Golf, tennis, white-water rafting, good eats, serious 
card playing, and general being merry ï haé   
 

 
 
The week we did this happened to contain Dadôs 
birthday, Fathers day and Ginaôs birthday, so we 
spoiled ourselves rotten. 
 
I am now a two-
kayak familyé 
My folks treated 
me to a ñguest 
kayakò for my 
birthday, so Iôve 
been able to share my new kayaking passion with 
friendsé  My foot healed (last year I was gimping 
around) so Iôm hiking again, but enjoy the kayaking 



I took up to fill last yearôs hiking void so much that 
Iôve been doing both this yearé  
  

 
 
I found this is not exactly conducive to getting 
weekend household chores done, but Iôll do those 
when the weatherôs badé  I found it helped to 
lower my standards ï ha!  Still didnôt backpack this 
year but will get that back in the mix next year.  Iôve 
also been Softballing and Volleyballing like usual.   
 

 
 

Gina, my niece, is visiting me for a 
couple weeks this December so I took 
advantage of the faux deadline and 
finally got the guest room paintedé 

looks awesomeé Donôt know why it took me so 
long to get it doneé  playing outside too much I 
guessé  haé  I did prep the stairwell, so thatôll be 
nexté     

 
Incidentally, we did have a 
bit a drama this year when 
Mitzi got into the 
Halloween Candyé ha! 

 
No surprise that the economy has taken a toll on 
theatre this yearé  just not a lot going on and I find 

myself feeling 
lucky to simply 
have a jobé even 
though itôs not in 
the bizé  Iôm still 
working at NYU 
School of Medicine 
but in a different 
department é 
Theyôre a really 
good bunch and 
itôs been a good 
rideé  Gina 
landed a couple 
weeks of work with 
me starting this 

weeké  Itôll be fun to work with heré Christmas is 
a nice time to see NYCé and then sheôs flying 
back to Centennial with me on the 18thé   
 
Well, thatôs all I got for this yearé 

 

So wherever the holidays take you, I 
wish you all things warm ônõ 

wonderful!  Merry Christmas and the 
best of all things in 2010! 
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